
 
 

  
A Lenten Journey 
 
As I write this article, we have been experiencing, along with a lot of the country, terrible bone- 
chilling cold. This next week promises to have days in the upper 40s. Break out the flip-flops! 
The promise of spring is right around the corner when nature, in this part of the world, wakes up 
from a deep sleep, and we begin to see the signs of new life. 
 
As the seasons change, so do our church year seasons. Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and 
carries on through the month of March and into April. On Ash Wednesday, we will feel the 
smudge of ash on our foreheads and hear the words, “Remember that you are dust, and to dust 
you shall return.” Lent is a time of preparation. To use Luther’s phrase, we are “creeping back 
to the font.” We are reminded of our baptism into Jesus’ death and resurrection. In baptism, a 
cross was traced on our forehead. We are mortal, “dust”, yet the immortal one claims us forever. 
The cross is a promise. It is in the cross where Christ meets us, taking upon himself all of the 
brokenness of the world that separates us from God, creation, and each other. Through the death 
and resurrection of Jesus, we are given the promise of new life – today and into eternity. 
 
The word Lent comes from a word that means springtime. Lent is a time for new birth and new 
life, and yet first, we must journey through Lent’s reflective and prayerful time. The bookends of 
Lent give us the ashes of our mortal state and the darkness of Good Friday when our Lord was 
crucified. Just as the days are lengthening and we are seeing more light, that is how Lent is, too, 
drawing us beyond the cross to the empty tomb of Easter light. 
 
The journey of Lent to Easter is a time of renewal. For some, that means giving up chocolate, 
fast food, alcohol, and more. For others, it is a time to take on something new – read a Lenten 
devotion, pray more as a family, or find a new way to serve others. This intentional devotion to 
the journey engages and deepens our faith, connecting us more as families, church, and 
community. I am offering a Tuesday morning study after we share a soup lunch that focuses on 
our faith practices. All are welcome. You will see the decorations at church change from the 
front entrance display to fewer banners, giving our space a simpler feel. As we move through 
this meditative and reflective season, we might even begin to long for the beauty and excitement 
we will experience on Easter. 
 
This journey of renewal is also reflected in the missional work we do together as disciples of 
Christ. Our first food truck of the year is on March 15th. We have fundraisers that will support 
those who are preparing to go on a mission trip this summer. Our community meals and baby 
bank efforts continue. The wounded hands and feet of Christ that served us, become our 
reflection on why we are Christ’s hands and feet for the world in our serving. 
 
My prayer for us this Lenten season is for Christ to dwell with us in the darkness of ashen 
crosses, renewing our hearts, minds, and lives, and bringing us to the joy of Easter new life as 
Christ has promised. 
 
A blessed Lenten journey, 
Pastor Elizabeth Martin 
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Community Meal 
Due to the all-day snowstorm on February 12th, the Community Meal scheduled that day was canceled 
out of concern for the safety of our guests and volunteers. 
 
The next meal will be held on Wednesday, March 12th. It is extremely important that you use the sign-
up sheet or let me know that you will be there to help. Should there be another cancellation I will need 
to know who to contact. 
 
John Enright 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

“Soup-er” Bowl & Chili Cook-Off 
The big winner at the Annual Chili Cook-Off was Lutheran World Relief, as $515 was raised to help 
combat world hunger. On Super Bowl Sunday the “Soup-er Bowl” campaign raised $102. That was 
combined with the $413 raised at the Chili Cook-Off.  Thank you for your support and generosity. 
 
There was plenty of good food on hand for those who attended. Special thanks to those who brought 
chili, soup, bread and desserts. Chilis and soups were provided by Pastor Elizabeth Martin, Yvonne & 
Jesus Miralrio, Veronica & Eric Jonas, Wanda Watts, Dawn Calkins, and Jim Twyning. Jean Anderson 
provided the bread. The desserts were from Marilee Sellers, Katelyn Bishop, Kris Enright, and Kathy 
Hansen. 
 
John Enright 
_____________________________________________________________________________  

  Food Truck 
March 15th will be our first food truck of 2025.  I am planning on food for 200 families and will run the 
distribution similar to the last couple events of 2024.  Be looking for an email about 10 days or so 
before the event as I will be asking for help with this Zion Community Service event to help feed the 
food insecure in our area.  If you have never helped with a food truck distribution and are interested in 
supporting this event, please let Mandy know. 

 
Gary Yunto 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Attention Security Card Holders 
On March 6th, we will be doing some major repair work on the church's security system. Those of you 
who have one of the swipe cards to enter the church will need to have it reprogrammed so that it will 
work after we make the repairs.  So, if you have a security swipe card, please get it to Mandy or Gary 
no later than Wednesday, March 5th.  Since March 5th is Ash Wednesday, those of you who need a card 
through that date will be able to leave it at church that night after the service.  If you leave your card in 
the office, please make sure you tape it to a piece of paper with your name on it. It will be returned to 
you or you may pick up your card after the repair work is complete on Thursday.  The repair work will 
begin around 8:00 am and should be completed by noon. 
  
Gary Yunto 

 
 



 
 

Women of Zion 
Events in the works: 

• Heritage Woods Event – Snack and butterfly door hanger event – Waiting to hear 
back from Heritage Woods staff on a date – Apr 26 or May 3 

• Starlight Theatre – The Wedding Singer – Wednesday, June 25 @ 8:00 PM. 
Grab a few friends and sign up on the Women of Zion bulletin board at the back 
entrance. Tickets will be ordered in March. Prepayment is required. We are anticipating tickets to cost 
around $25.  
Mark your calendars!! 
The Women of Zion are planning three fundraiser events for our youth’s mission trip this summer. 

• March 2 – Pancake Breakfast after the service and Butter Braid Pastry sales will begin that day. 
• March 15 – Spaghetti Dinner – with silent auction basket raffles (event sponsored in 

conjunction with the 130th Anniversary Committee). Open to the community. Bring your 
family and friends. 

• April 13 – Palm Sunday Breakfast 
All funds collected go towards the Mission Trip in July. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Zion Scholarship 
The Zion Scholarship is a resource for our members as they strive to realize their educational potential. 
Traditionally, these awards have gone to Zion’s graduating high school seniors as they enter a college 
or university, technical or trade school, or as they join the military. Zion has expanded this program to 
those seeking apprentice or entrepreneur opportunities, and to those who seek a second certification or 
degree such as a master’s or ordination from a seminary. In addition, these awards may now be 
extended to non-members who participate in the life and ministries of the congregation and who are 
deemed worthy of such an award. Applications are available from the office or by contacting Jean 
Twyning. Applications are due in May. Selections are in June. Scholarships will be awarded during a 
service in July. 
 
Jean Twyning 
twyning@hotmail.com 815-988-4385 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Concert 
Anthony Girone is a third-year student at Wartburg College in Waverly, Iowa.  He is also the son of 
Deana Foley, and a member of Zion Lutheran.  He is going to be part of Wartburg College's  
International Tour for the Wind Ensemble, which this year will be 
going to Japan.  He has asked us to host a solo recital at our church as 
a fundraiser to help with the cost of this tour, which will be over 
$7000 per student.  The Church Council has agreed to support 
Anthony and we have scheduled a date for this recital.  Please mark 
your calendars for Weds, April 23, 2025 - the time will be announced 
next month. Anthony is an excellent musician and we are inviting 
everyone to attend and to support him.  Prepare to be impressed! 



 
 

Lent Soup and Study 
Lent is always a good time to reflect on our faith practices of worship, prayer, 
giving, serving, sharing, and learning. 
Our Lent Learning this year will focus on our walk with Christ—how we daily 
follow him, grow in him, and faithfully serve him. In the Gospels, Jesus 
modeled for us the Christian spiritual life. The apostles taught it in their 
writings.  And the Church has, through the last 2,000 years, sought to pursue 
this Christian spiritual life. 

We will use material by Adam Hamilton, a pastor in the United Methodist Church. We will hear 
Hamilton speak in an engaging way through a DVD presentation, and Pastor Elizabeth will lead 
our discussion and reflections.  
 

Before our study, we meet for a simple soup lunch at 11:30 a.m. Members of the group will 
offer to provide soup and more. Our sessions are: 
March 11—Worship & Prayer 
March 18—Study 
March 25—Serving 
April 1—Giving 
April 8—Sharing 
April 15—the Five Practices from the Cross 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Easter Flowers 
Easter is coming!! As usual, we will have an Easter garden around the altar area. Easter lilies, tulips, 
hyacinths, or daffodils will be available for $12.00 each, with no price increase from last year. Please have 
your order turned in by Sunday, March 30, 2025. 
 

Please check the flower of your choice, to take home and plant in your garden for years of enjoyment.  
Due to Flowering Bulbs, all orders are due by Sunday, March 30th 

Lily $12.00   Daffodil $12.00 
Tulip $12.00   Hyacinth $12.00 

Donor Name______________________________   I wish to purchase _____ flowers.  
In memory of 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
In honor of 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
To the Glory of God _________ 
Please mail it to the office or drop it in the offering plate with the amount owed to the church office in an 
envelope marked: EASTER GARDEN FLOWERS 
Please help the church by taking home your plant after Easter service or by picking up your plant 
April 21st-24th  from 9am-1pm.  



 
 

Pioneer Club 
The Pioneer potluck will be on Monday, March 10th at noon. The broasted chicken will be provided for 
a small donation.  Please bring a dish to share and your table settings. Terry Miller will be presenting a 
program Bad Girls of the Bible. 
 
Patti Lee 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Zion’s 2025 Family Mission Trip 
When: July 13 - 18    
Who: Anyone ages 7 & up.   
Where: Crandon Wisconsin - North of Stevens Point   282 miles (less than 
4.5 hours from church.)     
 We will work with Midwest Indian Missions and help with their summer 
camp. The week-long camp averages 50 children ages 8-13 from the Forest 
County Potawatomi and the Mole Lake Chippewa tribes. Our youth under 

13 will participate in the camp while the adults and teenagers will assist with the camp counselors. 
Daily activities include games, crafts, music, and worship. Possible day trips to town for ice cream or 
swimming at the lake.The teenagers and adults will work with the ministry host and the AIM Mission 
Leaders. (They do all the planning so we don’t have to worry about that.) 
Where do we sleep? Lodging is with a partner church in their camping cabins. (Bunk beds)   
How much: $470 per person for the 6-day trip! This includes all food and activities.  Any child  7-12 
years old accompanied by a paying parent receives a 20% discount ($376). This works for up to 2 
children per family with two accompanying adults.  
Please contact Jody Archer asap at 815-978-1691 if you are interested in attending. 
 
Please support our Mission Trip fundraising efforts: 

• March 2-Pancake Breakfast & Butter Braid sales begin 
• March 15-Spaghetti Dinner & Silent Auction 4pm-6pm 
• April 13-Palm Sunday Breakfast 
• May-Cookie Dough sales begin 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
Jim Krupka, Sharon Yunto, The Potter Family, Jason Lehman, The Hardt Family, The Stumpf Family, 
Bill Hathaway, Georgia Ruggles, Sam & Mazie Ruzic, Ardys Brockway, Wanda Watts, Matthew 
Faust, Charles Lane, Gordon Rubeck, Cindy Smaha, Ron Nelson, Vicky Harley, Pat Huff, Bill 
Batterton, Wally Brown, Bob Kantner, Diane Vorndran, Guy and Pat Landmeier, Pat Melton, Frances 
Palmer, Felix Ring, Juan Castro Jr, Olivia Rubeck, Michelle Marks, Todd and Lois Graves, Marilyn 
Urban, Paula Crone, Helen Huftalin, Kendal Schmidt, Linda Johnson, Marcia Ellingburg, Dwaine 
Smith, Jim Johnson, Keira Kozlowski, The People of Ukraine, The People of Israel,  The People living 
in Gaza, ALC Resurrection Church of India 

In Service to our Nation: 
John Kozlowski, Justin Kozlowski, Rob Zediker 



 
 

Happy Birthday from your Zion Family! 

From the Treasurer:  
General Fund       Building Fund 
Jan/2025 Beginning Balance $   5,815.49  Jan/2025 Beginning Balance $ 13,753.04 
  Total Income  $  23,279.50    Total Income          $   3,626.87 
  Total Expense  $  12,376.18    Total Expense      $   2,511.54 
  Balance   $  16,718.81    Balance       $  14,868.37 
 
General Fund Reserve Savings  
Jan/2025 Beginning Balance $ 89,872.20 
  Income   $        19.08        
  Expenses  $          0.00 
  Balance   $ 89,891.28   

 
     
 

 

1-Jean Anderson    9-Shirley Smith       20-Barb Quigley 
1-Jen Downey    10-Terry Miller       22-Mike Knitter 
3-Maggie-Lyn Rodriguez   13-Holden Reininger      22-Gabi Butler        
3-James Johnson    16-Frances Palmer       23-Dan Albrecht 
8-Alex Downey    17-Dan Druckrey       27-Brenda Veit-Shiloh  
9-Karen Durley    19-Jan Balabuszko       29-Amy Ortiz 
      

Texts for the Month of March 

March 2  March 9  March 16  March 23     March 30 

Exodus 34:29-35 Deut 26:1-11  Gen 15:1-12, 17-18 Isaiah 55:1-9     Joshua 5:9-12 

2 Cor 3:12-4-2  Romans10:8b-13 Phil 3:17-4:1      1 Cor 10:1-13    2 Cor 5:16-21               

Luke 9:28-43a  Luke 4:1-13  Luke 13:31-35     Luke 13:1-9    Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

Staff 

Rev. Elizabeth Martin 
Intentional Interim Pastor 

 
Mandy Minson 

Administrative Assistant 
 

David Schumann 
Council President 

 
Dan Albrecht 
Choir Director 

 
Pat Castro  

Sunday School Director 
 

Diane Vorndran 
Financial Secretary 

 
Sharon Yunto 

Treasurer 

Worship Schedule  
 

Sundays at 9:00am 
Thursday at 7:00pm 

 
Find Worship Videos at  
www. zionbelvidere.com 

 
OR 

 
On Facebook at  
ZionBelvidere+ 

 
Email 

zionlutheran1300@gmail.com 

Council Members  
 

Term Through January 2026 
Gretel Barid 

Melody Johnson 
David Schumann  

Gary Yunto  
 

Term Through January 2027 
Kris Enright 

Michelle Ernest 
Kelly Kotajarvi 

Terry Miller 
 

Term Through January 2028 
Jody Archer 

Dawn Calkins 
Jeanne Marnen 

Stephanie Skelnik 
 
 
 



 
 

March 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday 

9am-1pm 
Closed Fridays 

   
    1 

Breakfast set-up 

2 
Sunday Worship 9am & 

Sunday School 
 

Pancake Breakfast  
Legacy/Mission Trip  

3 
Worship & Music 5pm 

Shiloh 6pm  

4 
130th Anniversary 
meeting 4:30pm 
Transition Team 
Meeting 6:30pm 

5 
Sewing/Quilting 9am 
Bible Study 9:30am 

The Baby Bank 4pm-6pm 
Ash Wednesday  

Service 7pm 

6 
Choir 5pm/Bells 6pm 

 
NO Worship  

7 
Office Closed  

8 
Move clocks 

forward 

9 
Sunday Worship 9am & 

Sunday School 
 
  

10 
Pioneer Lunch 12:00pm 

 
Witness 6pm 

   

11 
 

Lent Soup & Study 
11:30am 

12 
Council Reports Due 

 by 9am 
Bible Study 9:30am 

Community Meal 
 5pm-6pm 

13 
Choir 5pm/Bells 6pm 

 
7:00 pm – Worship  

14 
Office Closed 

15 
Food Truck  
9am-11am 

 
Spaghetti Dinner 

Fundraiser 
Mission Trip/Silent 
Auction 4pm-6pm 

16 
Sunday Worship 9am & 

Sunday School 
Confirmation Class 

10:20am 

17 18 
Lent Soup & Study 

11:30am 

19 
Sewing/Quilting  9am 
Bible Study 9:30am 

Council Meeting 6pm 

20 
Choir 5pm/Bells 6pm 

 
7:00 pm – Worship 

21 
   
 

Office Closed 

22  
Synod 

Congregational 
Resource Event @ 

Sauk Valley 
23 
Sunday Worship 9am & 

Sunday School 
 

Christian Nurturing 
Meeting 10:15am 

24 
Tidings Articles Due 

by 9am 

25 
Lent Soup & Study 

11:30am 

26 
Bible Study 9:30am 

27 
Choir 5pm/Bells 6pm 

Barnabas 6pm 
7:00 pm –Holden 
Sundae  Worship 

28 
Office Closed 

29 

30 
Sunday Worship 9am & 

Sunday School 
Confirmation Class 

10:20am 

31      
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